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Speaking in tongues
is a supernatural utterance in an unknown language.

The difference between (1) speaking in tongues (2) the Gift of tongues

1. as initial EVIDENCE of Holy Ghost baptism (John 14:16-17; Acts 1:4-8; 2:4; 10:44-
46; 19:6)

2. for EDIFICATION of believer & the church through interpretation (I Corinthians
12:4,10; 14:1-6; 26-28)

INTRODUCTION

| Corinthians 14:18
“I thank my God, | speak with tongues more than ye all.”
Endeavour to speak in tongues, but do not make an idol of speaking in tongues.

10 Reasons Why Every Believer Should Speak in Tongues

Mark 16:17
“And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out
devils; they shall speak with new tongues”

+ Is the experience relevant for today, or did it cease on the Day of Pentecost?
+ Can and should every believer speak in tongues?
+ Why should anybody want to speak in tongues? Does it serve any purpose?

1-Tongues is the initial sign [of infilling of the Holy Spirit]

® Acts 2:4
“And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”

® Acts 10:46

“For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God.” In other words, that
was the supernatural or initial evidence of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. [Note:
how did they know the Gentiles had received the gift of the Holy Spirit? They heard!]
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2 - Tonques is for spiritual edification

® | Corinthians 14:4
“He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself.” Speaking or praying in
tongues is a means of spiritual edification, or building up the believer spiritually.

® 1 Corinthians 14:5

“I would that ye all spake with tongues but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is
he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that
the church may receive edifying.” Speaking in tongues with interpretation edifies
the church.

3 - Speaking in tongues is speaking directly to God

Speaking in tongues is speaking directly to God, hence bypassing the natural
understanding of men and of the devils.

® | Corinthians 14:2

“For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God:
for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.” (one
Bible translation says, “he speaks divine secrets.”)

® | Corinthians 14:14

“For if | pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is
unfruitful.” (Amplified Bible adds: “my spirit [by the Holy Spirit within me] prays.”)
(The New Living Translation Bible says: “---my spirit is praying, but | don't understand
what | am saying.”)

4 - Praying in tongues is praying in line with God’s perfect will

® Romans 8:26

“Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should
pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered.”

The Bible is not saying that we do not know how to pray, but that we do not know
what to pray for as we ought to. Just because | know how to pray doesn’t mean |
know what to pray for at a particular time. “for we know not what we should pray for
as we ought.”
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P.C. Nelson, a Greek scholar, told his young ministers that the Greek literally
reads, “The Holy Spirit maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot
be uttered in articulate speech” (articulate speech is the ordinary kind of speech
that can be understood by everyone). He pointed out that the Greek bears out
that this not only includes “groanings” in prayer, but also “other tongues.” That
agrees with what Paul said in | Corinthians 14:14, “For if | pray in an unknown
tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful.”

The Holy Spirit within you gives you the utterance; you speak it out of your spirit. By
that method, the Holy Spirit is helping you pray according to the will of God for
things that should be prayed for.

The Holy Spirit does not groan or speak in tongues apart from you. Those groanings
come up from inside of you and out of your lips. The Holy Spirit is not going to do
your praying for you. He is a helper — an intercessor — but He does not intercede
apart from you. The Holy Spirit is not responsible for your prayer life. He helps us
pray by those groanings that escape your lips. They come out of our spirit, born of
the Holy Spirit. Thus, speaking in tongues is Spirit-directed prayer.

CAUTION: People should be careful about making fun of speaking in tongues,
because when a person prays in tongues, it is his spirit praying by the Holy Spirit
Who is within him. Hence, mockers actually are making fun of the Holy Spirit, i.e.
God!

5 — Praying in tongues eliminates the possibility of selfish prayer

Praying in tongues is Holy Spirit-directed prayer without your natural input and thus
eliminates the possibility of selfish praying.

® James 4:3
“Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your
lusts.”

Many times when people’s prayers are based on their own thoughts and desires,
they tend to pray and ask for things outside of the will of God, and the result is either
unanswered prayer, or they receive an answer that is actually not according to the
will of God, and is not the best for them (Psalm 106:15 “And he gave them their
request; but sent leanness into their soul.”).
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Sometimes in prayer, we keep jumping from one issue to another, or with lingering
minds, usually influenced by our spiritual condition or the state of our mind. One
thing we can be sure of: When you are praying in tongues, you can keep everything
in focus, because you are not thinking of your choice of words but as the Holy Spirit
gives you utterance (and the leading).

CAUTION: If God's people want things a certain way, even though it is not best
for them and it is not God’s will, He will permit it. | can prove it to you: God did
not want Israel to have a king. He told them so, but they demanded a king, and
He permitted them to have one. It was not His highest Will for them; it was not
His best for them [1 Samuel 8].

6 - Praying in tongues enables us to pray for the unknown

Speaking in tongues provides a way for situations to be prayed for that no one
knows about or thinks about. Only God knows and makes His Holy Spirit to cause us
to pray about it in the spirit/tongues.

® Romans 8:26

“Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should
pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered”

All of us should pray in tongues, because then God can have us to pray for things
that we know nothing about.

7 - Praying in tongues helps stimulate our faith

Speaking or praying in tongues reminds us of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence in
us and thus stimulates our faith. Hence, speaking in tongues is a supernatural
evidence that the Holy Spirit is present and stirring in us.

® Jude 20 “Butye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying
in the Holy Ghost:-+"

8 - Praying in tongues gives spiritual refreshing

® [saiah 28:11,12

“For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people. To whom
he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the
refreshing: yet they would not hear.”

Rest, refreshing - The Scripture says that speaking/praying in other tongues will
cause the weary to rest, praise God! You can have this rest and refreshing everyday
as you pray in tongues. In these days of turmoil, insecurity, perplexity, stress, anxiety
and frustrations, we need this rest and refreshing — and it comes best by speaking in
tongues.
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9 — By praying in tongues, you give thanks perfectly

® | Corinthians 14:15-17

What is it then? | will pray with the spirit, and | will pray with the understanding also:

| will sing with the spirit, and | will sing with the understanding also. Else when thou
shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned say
Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing that he understandeth not what thou sayest?
For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified.

Paul said speaking with tongues provides the most perfect way to pray and give
thanks, because “thou verily givest thanks well.”

10 - Speaking in tongues brings the tongue under subjection

® James 3:8
“But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.”

Yielding your tongue to the Holy Spirit as you speak with other tongues is a step

toward fully yielding all of your body to God. The scriptures teach that if you can
yield your tongue, you can yield any member of your body.

CONCLUSION

If God says it, so it is, and so be it!

If God says speaking in tongues is of value, it is of value. If God says it edifies, it does
edify. If God says it is a supernatural means of communicating with Himself, it is a
supernatural means of communication with Himself. If God says every believer
should speak in tongues, then every believer should speak in tongues.

® Mark 16:17
“And these signs shall follow them that believe.” (“them” means all believers) “They
shall speak with new tongues.” God says all believers shall speak in [new] tongues.
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